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Abdul-Rashid Abdul-Aziz is attached with the School of Housing, Building
and Planning, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM). He was seconded to Universiti
Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) from September 2019 until September 2021.
His research interests include construction industry development and housing
development, in particular international construction, construction labour issues,
low-cost housing and housing developers.

Anis Yusal Yusoff (Datuk Dr.) is a principal fellow at the Institute of Ethnic
Studies, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). He holds a PhD from UKM.
His research focuses on the areas of human development, particularly integrity in
governance, national unity and ethnic relations.

Elena Chai is a senior lecturer at the Department of Anthropology and Sociology,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, UNIMAS. She received her
doctorate degree in Area Studies from the Institute of Languages and Cultures
of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. She has conducted
various international research projects such as temple research funded by
Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation (Taiwan) for International Scholarly Exchange,
Social Transformation in Borneo funded by the One Belt One Road Program of
Beijing Foreign Studies University, and a few others related to social changes,
identity of multi-ethnic society.

Gooi Liang Jun is a full-time PhD candidate at Taylor’s University. He is a
part-time lecturer in the Faculty of Creative Technology and Heritage, Universiti
Malaysia Kelantan. He completed his first degree in architecture at Taylor’s
University and began his Master’s Degree studies in archaeology at USM,
where he studied the Sungai Batu Archaeological Complex. He participated in
archaeological projects, giving special focus to town planning of South Asia and
Southeast Asia. His current PhD research revolves around the study on human
perceptions and cultural values imbued in heritage buildings.

Hadi Akbar Dahlan is a PhD student funded by Japanese Government
Scholarship (MEXT) at the Department of Biotechnology, Graduate School of
Engineering, Osaka University. He holds a Master of Science (Food Science)
from UKM and Master of Engineering (Biotechnology) from Osaka University.
His main research is in food science and food metabolomics. He is also
interested in studies related to the cultural and perspective differences between
Japanese and Malaysian people.
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Helen Ting Mu Hung (PhD in Political Science, Sciences Po, Paris) is an
associate professor at the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies
(IKMAS), UKM. Her recent works include Christians and Nation Building
in a Pluralistic Society (co-editor, 2021, SIRD), “Cross-ethnic vote pooling in
west Malaysia: The Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA) and Democratic
Action Party (DAP) compared” (chapter author, 2020, NUS Press), Negotiating
Ethnic Diversity and National Identity in History Education — International
and Comparative Perspectives (co-editor, forthcoming, Palgrave Macmillan).
Her two research reports on public perception of election management and electoral
system study are currently under review.

Loo Hong Chuang is the Deputy Dean of Research, Development and
Postgraduate Studies at the Faculty of Creative Industries, Universiti Tunku
Abdul Rahman (UTAR). Trained in media and cultural studies, he is actively
researching the relationship between ethnicity, nationalism, heritage tourism in
and beyond multicultural Malaysia. His works combine research, teaching and
practice. In 2018, he co-founded Kita Semula, an initiative that uses various forms
of media as tools to create community-centric projects for marginalised urban
inhabitants, and is part of the KongsiKL team that created “big world SMALL
TALK?”, a project to facilitate intimate conversations to humanise social issues,
in 2021.

M. Utaman Raman is a PhD candidate at the History Department,
Universiti Malaya (UM). Situating in the field of Indian history in colonial
Malaya, his study specialises in the involvement of the British-appointed
Indian Agents in affairs of the south Indian labouring class. His recent
publication is “Peranan ejen kerajaan India dalam kemajuan pendidikan Tamil
di Tanah Melayu, 1922—-1941” in Sejarah 28(2), 2019.

Having graduated with a social science bachelor’s degree from the UNIMAS,
Melvin Foo Bok Yee has been engaged in anthropological and sociological
research since 2013. He furthered his study in Master of Social Sciences at
UNIMAS in 2017. He has conducted extensive fieldwork in Kuantan, Pahang
studying the Chinese spirit mediumship practice. The practice not only resembles
hysterical symptoms but additionally provides transformative benefits and cultural
meanings to spirit mediums and believers to express their personal experiences.

Mohd Hasfarisham Abd Halim is a field researcher at the Sungai Batu

Archaeological Complex. He received his Bachelor of Arts, Masters of Art
and PhD from USM. For his Masters and PhD research, he studied the brick
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remains in Sungai Batu, believed to be ruins of ancient jetties. He has published
a number of papers and book chapters on this subject.

Mokhtar Saidin (Prof. Dato’ Dr.) is currently the President of Jerai Geopark,
and the former director of the Centre for Global Archaeological Research,
USM. He received his Bachelor of Science from UKM, and received his
Masters and PhD from USM. He specialises in geo-archaeology, field
archaeology as well as prehistoric archaeology. He has contributed immensely
to the archaeological research and development of heritage sites in Malaysia,
particularly in the Sungai Batu Archaeological Complex.

Munzilah Md. Rohani is an Associate Professor of Transportation and Traffic
Engineering, Faculty of Civil Engineering and Built Environment at the Universiti
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM). She holds a PhD from the University
of Southampton in transport engineering. Her research interests remain on
driver behaviour and on the impact of driving behaviour on energy consumption
and road safety, particularly in urban areas.

Naizatul Akma Mohd Mokhtar is a field researcher at the Sungai Batu
Archaeological Complex. She received her Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts
and PhD from USM. For her Masters and PhD research, she studied the iron
smelting sites in the Sungai Batu Archaeological Complex, where she carried
out large number of radiocarbon dating as well as analysing the remains of iron
smelting activities. She published a number of research papers and chapter in
books regarding her findings.

Nasha Rodziadi Khaw is a senior lecturer at the Centre for Global
Archaeological Research, USM. He received his Bachelor of Science, Master of
Arts from USM, and PhD from University of Peshawar, Pakistan. He specialises
in historical archaeology and epigraphy-palacography. His research interest
currently focuses on history and archaeology of Ancient Kedah, Southeast
Asian port-polities, as well as the study of South Asian and Southeast Asian
inscriptions.

Norfatiha Othman is a lecturer in Social Change and Development, Faculty of
Business, Economic and Social Development, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu
(UMT). She holds a PhD from UKM. Her research interests include community
development, fisherman/coastal community, fishery entrepreneur, community
vulnerability, qualitative research and sociological development.
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Noorazila Asman is a PhD student at the Faculty of Civil Engineering and
Built Environment, UTHM. She holds a Masters from UTHM and Bachelor’s
degree from Universiti Malaysia Pahang. Her research interests are in
transportation, driving behaviour and on the impact of driving behaviour on road
safety, energy consumption and environment.

Norashikin Ahmad is a PhD candidate in Political Science at the Center for
History, Politics and International Affairs, Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanities, UKM.

Nor Hanim Awang @ Mohd Noor is a graduate student at the Faculty of
Business, Economic and Social Development, UMT. She holds a PhD from
the UMT and a Master of Arts (social work) from Universiti Utara Malaysia
(UUM). Her research interests include community development, gender studies,
women entrepreneur, women at work, women well-being, elderly people and
quantitative/qualitative research.

Nor Hayati Sa’at is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Business, Economic
and Social Development, UMT. She holds a PhD in Sociology of Development
from UUM. Her research interests include social sciences, social policy, social
change and community development.

Nur Fatin Lyana Rahimi is a PhD student at the Faculty of Civil Engineering
and Built Environment, UTHM. She holds a Masters and Bachelor’s degree,
both from UTHM. Her research interests include driving behaviour and traffic
engineering.

Ong Puay Liu, PhD, is a retired academic and Professor (Anthropology of
Development) at UKM. Appointed as Honorary Professor with the Institute of
Ethnic Studies, UKM for three years (2021 to 2023), she was a member of the
Committee for the Promotion of Inter-religious Understanding and Harmony
among Adherents from 2016 to 2019. She has organised English and Bahasa
Melayu literacy camps for Orang Asli Temuan children in Selangor on behalf
of the Dyslexia Association of Sarawak. Presently, she helps her sister with
her virtual smarterphonics and fonikspintar workshops. A member of Buddhist
Missionary Society Malaysia (BMSM), she is a volunteer teacher with Kajang
Sunday Dhamma School (KSDS), BMSM Kajang.

Pue Giok Hun is a research fellow at the Institute of Ethnic Studies, UKM.
A social anthropologist by training, her research interests include ethnic

identity and cultural heritage in the Peranakan phenomenon with focus on the
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Peranakan Chinese community in Kelantan and Terengganu. Among her recent
publications on the topic include a book, Cina Peranakan Kelantan Menerusi
Lensa Sosiologi by UKM Press (2018), and book chapters, “The Cheng Mua
community of Kuala Terengganu” by My Viscom Editions (2019) and “‘Our
Chinese’: The mixedness of Peranakan Chinese in Kelantan, Malaysia” by
Routledge (2017).

Sity Daud is an Associate Professor of Political Economy at the Centre for
History, Politics and International Affairs, Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanities, UKM. She holds a PhD from UKM. Her research focuses on
politics, development policy and human security.

Sivachandralingam Sundara Raja is an Associate Professor in History at
the Department of History, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UM. His field
of specialisation is Malaysian Economic History with interests in trade and
the Indian community. He received his Masters and PhD in Economic History
from the UM. Dr. Siva is also a Fulbright Scholar and has done research in
the UK and USA. One of his recent publications is The Economy of Colonial
Malaya: Administrators v Capitalists by Routledge (2017).

Suhaila Ali is attached with the Department of Built Environment Studies
and Technology, Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying, Universiti
Teknologi MARA Perak Branch. Her research interests include housing
development and road safety equipment.

Tan Lee Ooi is a Head of the Department of Mass Communication at UOW
Malaysia KDU Penang University College in Malaysia. His first book was
published by the National University Press of Malaysia on the dynamics of
cyberspace during the Reformasi Movement, in the Malay language. His
second book Buddhist Revitalization and Chinese Religions in Malaysia was
published by Amsterdam University Press. He is interested in social media
studies, creative industries, Malaysian studies, Chinese religions and Buddhist
modernism.

Viswanathan Selvaratnam pursued his undergraduate education at the UM
in Singapore and his postgraduate studies both at the Delhi University’s Delhi
School of Economics and University of Manchester. He taught at the UM and
briefly at National University of Singapore. Subsequently, he served as a Higher
Education Specialist at the World Bank in Washington, DC. He has since
retired, lives in Kuala Lumpur and is involved in independent research and
writings.
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