
Kajian Malaysia, Vol.42, No.1, 2024, 381–387

© Penerbit Universiti Sains Malaysia, 2024. This work is licensed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution (CC BY) (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

CONTRIBUTORS

Ahmad Farouk Musa is an academic and researcher at Jeffrey Cheah School of 
Medicine and Health Sciences, Monash University Malaysia. He holds a PhD in 
Surgery from Monash University, Australia, and a Master of Medicine in Surgery 
from Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM). He is also a Founder and Director at the 
Islamic Renaissance Front, Kuala Lumpur, a think tank focusing on Islah (reform) 
and Tajdid (renewal) in Islam. ORCID ID: 0000-0002-2303-7813

Ahmad Syukran Baharuddin is an associate professor at the Faculty of Shariah 
and Law, Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM). He obtained a PhD degree 
(Jurisprudence of Science and Technology) from Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 
(UTM) and a Bachelor of Jurisprudence and Usul Fiqh from Mu’tah University, 
Jordan. His research interests include shariah, Islamic evidence law and halal. 

Arba’iyah Mohd Noor is an associate professor at the Department of History, 
Universiti Malaya (UM). She holds a Bachelor’s Degree from the International 
Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), a master’s degree from the  University of 
Lancaster, United Kingdom and a PhD from UM. She has published a number of 
books and articles in the fields of historical thought, Malay Sultanate, Malay texts 
or manuscripts, and women’s history.

Arif Saefudin obtained his bachelor’s degree in History Education at 
Muhammadiyah Purwokerto University in 2011, after which he continued his 
master’s programme in the same field at Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS), 
Surakarta, Indonesia, graduating in 2013. He continued his doctoral studies at 
UNS and earned his PhD in Education Science in 2023. His research focuses on 
various aspects, including history learning, technology-based education, and the 
education of migrant children. He directly taught migrant children in Sabah for 
two years at Sekolah Indonesia Kota Kinabalu.

Asmak Ab Rahman is an associate professor at the Department of Shariah and 
Economics, Academy of Islamic Studies, UM. She earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in shariah and economics, as well as a PhD in Islamic economics 
from UM. Her research interests include applied shariah, takaful, Islamic banking 
and Islamic economics. She is also interested in waqf, particularly issues relating 
to its contemporary application for economic empowerment and human capital 
development in Malaysia and internationally.



382

Azlinda Azman is a Professor of Social Work at the School of Social Sciences, 
USM. She earned her PhD from New York University and a Master of Social 
Work from Grand Valley State University. Her primary research interest lies in 
clinical social work practice.

Ekmil Krisnawati Erlen Joni is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Universiti 
Teknologi MARA (UiTM). She holds a Bachelor of Law (Hons) degree from the 
Faculty of Law at the IIUM and completed her master’s degree in Comparative Law 
at the same university. She is currently pursuing her doctoral degree at the Faculty 
of Law, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), with a focus on the intersection 
of medical cannabis and human rights law. Ekmil’s research contributions span 
a wide range of legal disciplines, including criminal law, drug law, Islamic law, 
negligence law, consumer protection law and education.

Firdausi Suffian is an associate professor at the Faculty of Administrative 
Science and Policy Studies, UiTM Sabah. A University of Bristol, UK alumnus 
with a PhD (Political Economy), he also holds a Master’s in Public Policy from 
Australian National University and a bachelor’s degree with first-class honours 
in Administrative Science from UiTM. He enriches minds globally as a visiting 
lecturer at Mondragon University, Spain. Firdausi’s scholarly interests span the 
political economy of economic development, industrial policy, federal-state 
relations and the dynamics of uneven development.

Intan Nooraini Haji Zainol is a member of the academic staff in the Social Work 
Section within the School of Social Sciences at USM. She holds a PhD and a 
Master’s degree in Social Work from USM. Her primary research focus lies in the 
field of juvenile delinquency, specifically exploring the prospects of desistance and 
reintegration into the community. Additionally, she is interested in child welfare.

Jumintono is a lecturer at the Faculty of Technical and Vocational Education, 
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) and Vocational Education 
Study Programme, Graduate School, Universitas Sarjanawiyata Tamansiswa, 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia. He holds a PhD from Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta 
and a Master of Education (MEd) from UNS, Surakarta, Indonesia. His research 
interests include vocational education, social science, and learning and teaching 
methodologies. He is also interested in technical education, particularly building 
and civil engineering.



Contributors

383

Khairudin Shaary is an education service officer who has served 11 years in the 
Malaysian Ministry of Education. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Islamic Studies 
(Sharia) Islamic Law, Diploma in Judicial Administration and Islamic Law from 
UKM and Diploma in Education (Excellent) from Instutut Pendidikan Guru (IPG) 
Penang Campus. He also completed his Master of Arts (MA) in the field of halal 
studies at the School of Humanities, USM. His research interest is in the field 
of halal studies, and he successfully published a book titled Halal Thayyiban: 
Rukhsah Practices in Food.

Khoo Suet Leng is an associate professor in the Development Planning and 
Management Section, School of Social Sciences, USM. She holds a PhD 
(Development Studies) from the University of Melbourne, and a Master of 
Science (Urban and Regional Planning) and BA (Geography)(Hons) from USM. 
Her research interests include creative cities, creative industries/creative economy, 
urban heritage conservation and culture-led urban regeneration. She is also 
a professional and registered town planner with the Malaysian Board of Town 
Planners and the Malaysian Institute of Planners.

Madihatun Zainuddin is a lecturer in the Centre of Islamic, General and Language 
Studies, University Poly-Tech Malaysia. She teaches the subject of Contemporary 
Islamic Studies for bachelor degree students and is also a supervisor for Master and 
PhD students in the field of qualitative projects. She holds a PhD from UM. Her 
research interests include Islamic studies, Islamic governance, Islamic leadership 
and halal management. She is also interested in Islamic leadership and work ethics 
in management.

Mageeswaran Sandaram is a postgraduate student at the Department of Indian 
Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UM.  He is a teacher specialising in 
teaching Tamil. He holds a MA from UM. His research interests include language 
and literature, and diaspora literature. He is also interested in the history of Tamil 
education in the pre-Independent Malaysia, particularly on the issues related to 
curriculum developments.

Mohamad Muzammil Mohamad Noor is a senior lecturer at the School of 
Distance Education, USM. He obtained his PhD in History of Thought from UM. 
His thesis was published by Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka in 2015 under the title 
Pemikiran Politik Islam: Perbandingan antara Pemikiran Dr. Burhanuddin al-
Helmi dengan Muhammad Natsir. His research interests include the history of 
political thought, Malaysian and Indonesian history as well as comparative history. 
He is also interested in the study of people with disabilities and the homeless.



384

Mohammad Amir Wan Harun is a lecturer at the Islamic Studies Section, School 
of Humanities, USM. He holds a PhD in halal studies from the Faculty of Islamic 
Civilization, UTM. His research interests including the concept of halal tayyiban, 
fiqh halal and halal food and industry. In addition, he also ventured into research 
on Islamic finance, Islamic family law and usul fiqh.

Mohana Dass Ramasamy is a lecturer in the Department of Indian Studies, 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UM. He holds a PhD from the University 
of Newcastle Upon Tyne, United Kingdom, and a MA from UM. His research 
interests include Phonology, comparative grammar, education and translation 
studies. He is also interested in the diaspora literature and educational development 
in pre-independent Malaysia, particularly on issues of Tamil education.

Mohd Firdaus Abdullah is a senior lecturer at the Research Centre for History, 
Politics and International Affairs, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, 
UKM. He holds a PhD from UM. His research interests include water imperialism, 
water development and water politics. He is also interested in women’s history, 
visual art history and maritime affairs.

Mohd Shahrul Azha Mohd Sharif is a history teacher at  Sekolah Menengah 
Sains Muzaffar Syah, Melaka. He graduated with a PhD from UM. His research 
interests include Malay history, historiography, history of thought, Malay texts 
and manuscripts.

Nazli Aziz is an associate professor in policy studies, Faculty of Business, 
Economics and Social Development, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT). He 
holds a PhD from the University of Auckland and a MA from Leiden University. 
His research interests include parliament affairs as well as coastal and ocean 
governance particularly marine spatial planning.

Ngu Ik Ying is a lecturer in internet studies, Department of Media and 
Communication, Curtin University, Malaysia campus. She holds a PhD from Curtin 
University Australia and a Master of Communication from USM. Her research 
interests include activism, media literacy and communicative ecology studies. She 
is also interested in media consumption and digital literacy, particularly in Borneo.

Normahfuzah Ahmad is a senior lecturer at the School of Multimedia Technology 
and Communication, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM). She holds a PhD from the 
University of Glasgow and a MA from the University of Leeds. She is interested 
in discourses within journalism and media studies from journalistic development, 
news values, news framing and media narratives.



Contributors

385

Nur Afifah Vanitha Abdullah serves as a senior lecturer in the Department 
of Malay Language, Literature and Culture, Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Humanities, UKM. Her field of expertise and research interest covers subjects in 
the area of drama and theatre, film criticism and culture.

Paul GnanaSelvam Pakirnathan is a senior lecturer at the Academy of Language 
Studies, UiTM Seri Iskandar Campus, Perak, Malaysia. He holds a PhD in 
Teaching of English as a Second Language (TESL) from Universiti Pendidikan 
Sultan Idris. His research interests include instructional communication, teaching 
and learning of L2 writing, issues in higher education and diaspora studies. He is 
also a published author in creative writing (fiction and poem) whose work often 
focuses on the experiences, issues and identity conflicts of those in the Indian 
diaspora. His latest collection of short stories, The Elephant Trophy and Other 
Stories, was published by Penguin-Random House SEA in 2021.

Pg Siti Rozaidah Pg Hj Idris is an assistant professor at Universiti Brunei 
Darussalam and holds a PhD from Lancaster University. Her interest is leading 
research on halal industry and youth employment. She specialises in halal studies, 
Islamic leadership and HR development; and has expertise in public sector 
leadership and cultural studies. She works on SDG and Islamic management topics.

Raihanah Azahari is an independent researcher. Previously, she was an associate 
professor at the Department of Fiqh and Usul, Academy of Islamic Studies, UM. 
She awarded a Bachelor of Shariah and a Master of Shariah from the University of 
Jordan in 1994. She graduated with a PhD from UM in 2005. Her specialisations 
are Islamic family law, Islamic inheritance law, and contemporary Islamic law. 
She specialises in dispute resolution within the Islamic faith. Since 2010, Tabung 
Haji has appointed her as hajj advisor.

Rejokirono is a lecturer at the Education Management Study Programme, 
Directorate of Postgraduate Education, Sarjanawiyata Tamansiswa University, 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia. He earned his Master of Education Management in 2008 
and PhD in Education Management in 2018 at Yogyakarta State University. He 
is interested in studying vocational education and the education of children with 
special needs. He has experience working as a teacher in special schools in various 
places until 2015.



386

Rohaida Nordin is an associate professor at the Faculty of Law, UKM. She was 
conferred a PhD in Law by Lancaster University and obtained a Master in Laws 
from UKM. Rohaida specialises in international human rights law, teaching and 
advocating human rights, international law and indigenous issues. Her current 
project is “Developing a Regional Mechanism for Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
within ASEAN”.

Rosyidah Muhamad is an associate professor in policy studies, Faculty of 
Business, Economics and Social Development, UMT. She holds a PhD from 
LaTrobe University, Australia and MA International Studies from University of 
Leeds. Her research interests include media and politics, women and politics, 
political representation and political participation.

S. Maartandan Suppiah is a senior lecturer at the School of Multimedia, 
Technology and Communication, UUM. He received his Bachelor degree in 
Communication and a Master of Science in Managerial Communication from 
UUM. He obtained his PhD in Communication from UUM in 2019. His primary 
research interests are communication for social change, leadership communication, 
Indian culture and political communication.

Shahrul Mizan Ismail currently works as an associate professor at the Faculty 
of Law, UKM. He holds a PhD from UKM and a Master of Laws Degree, LLM 
(Human Rights Law), from the University of Nottingham. He does research in 
human rights law, civil litigation and professional practice, public international 
law, legal education, legal method and legal skills. His current project is “Human 
rights and South East Asia” and “Gamification and game based learning in legal 
education”.

Sharifah Hayaati Syed Ismail is a professor at the Department of Siasah 
Syar’iyyah (Islamic Political Science), Academy of Islamic Studies, UM.  She 
holds a Degree in Sharia, Masters in Comparative Laws and a PhD in Policy 
Sudies from Bristol University. Her primary research interests include Islamic 
governance, non-governmental organisations, halal governance, integrity, and 
women’s leadership. She was appointed Honorary Professor of Infrastructure 
University Malaysia from 2022 to 2023 and, an Adjunct Associate Professor at the 
Islamic University Sultan Sharif Ali, Brunei Darussalam in 2023.



Contributors

387

Sharifah Raihan Syed Jaafar is a senior lecturer in the Linguistics Programme, 
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, UKM. She graduated from the UKM 
in linguistics, both for her BA and MA. She obtained her PhD from Lancaster 
University under Professor Francis X. Katamba. Her research interests include 
comparative grammar, language and linguistics.

Suhaimi Abdul Rahim received his Masters of Arts Management in Performing 
Arts in 2018 from the Department of Malay Language, Literature and Culture, 
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, UKM. He served at the Ministry of 
Tourism Arts and Culture, Malaysia till 2024, and is now serving the Ministry 
of Tourism Arts and Culture Malaysia as Principal Assistant Secretary Event 
Management Division.

Syh Noorul Madihah Syed Husin is a senior lecturer at the Department of 
Shariah, Faculty of Islamic Contemporary Studies, Universiti Sultan Zainal 
Abidin, Terengganu. She obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Shariah from Al-Azhar 
University. Then she earned a Master’s and a PhD in Shariah from UM. Her main 
research interests are Islamic family law and Fiqh al-Mar’ah. She is also interested 
in Islamic jurisprudence in the Shafie Mazhab.

Taufik Mohammad is a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Education 
and Psychology at Universidade de Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro in Vila Real, 
Portugal. He earned his PhD and Master’s degrees in Social Work from USM. 
His specialisations include juvenile offenders and justice, victims of crime, and 
restorative justice. Additionally, he has developed an interest in sexual development 
among adolescents.

Ummu Atiyah Ahmad Zakuan is an associate professor in the School of 
International Studies, UUM. She holds a PhD from IIUM in Political Science and 
a Master of Law from the University of Hull. Presently serving as the Director at 
the Mahathir Mohamad Institute of Thought, her research endeavours delve into 
multifaceted realms such as women in politics, leadership, human rights, youth 
empowerment, gender dynamics, and security issues.

Zulfati Izazi Zulkifli is an independent researcher based in Pulau Pinang, 
Malaysia. She holds a PhD in Linguistics and MA in Language Studies from USM. 
Her research interest extends to the area of sociolinguistics and discourse studies.


