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CONTRIBUTORS

Abdul Rezar Manam is a dedicated and research-driven PhD candidate in Political
Science at Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM). Deeply focused on Malaysian
political studies, his research explores themes such as governance, electoral
behaviour, institutional trust and public integrity within the Malaysian context.
He is passionate about examining the dynamics of Malaysia’s political landscape,
particularly in relation to democratic development, political participation and policy
impact. With a solid foundation in political theory and qualitative research, he aims
to contribute meaningful insights to the academic community and policy discourse
that supports Malaysia’s nation-building agenda and democratic resilience.

Abu Hanifah Haris is an associate professor and head of the Department of
History, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Universiti Malaya (UM). He holds
a PhD from the Department of History, UM and a B.Ed. from the Department
of History, Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI). His areas of expertise are
Middle Eastern history and Islamic history in Malaysia.

Amer Fawwaz Mohamad Yasid currently serves as a senior lecturer at the
Faculty of Administrative Science and Policy Studies, Universiti Teknologi
MARA (UiTM). His research mainly focuses on strategic studies, security studies
and international relations, including drug trafficking issues in Southeast Asia. He
has contributed to various academic publications, including studies on maritime
cooperation in the Straits of Malacca, drug trafficking from Thailand’s Golden
Triangle region, Sarawak-Kalimantan border security and issues related with
Malaysia’s national security.

Aminah Mohsin is a scholar and lecturer at Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM).
She specialises in land administration and development, particularly in areas such
as waqf development and strata title governance. She has contributed to various
research projects and publications related to property management, sustainability
and legal frameworks in Malaysia.

Anita Dee Kaney recently graduated from Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) with
a PhD in social work. Her work history includes crisis counselling and psychiatric
social work. She currently works as a clinical social worker at a family medicine
practice in South Carolina, USA. Her research interests include child marriage,
refugees, refugee rights and Rohingya refugees.
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Audrey Kim Lan Siah is a senior lecturer, Director of Honours/PGDip and
Deputy Director of postgraduate studies at Monash University Malaysia. Her
principal areas of interest are applied economics and experimental economics.
She has supervised Honours and PhD students in these areas. Her articles have
been published in Management Science, PLoS ONE, Personality and Individual
Differences, Journal of the Asia Pacific Economy and many other journals.

YBhg. Datuk Professor Dr. Azlinda Azman obtained her Doctor of Social Work
from New York University. She has served as professor, dean of the School of
Social Sciences, and deputy vice-chancellor at USM. Her research interests
include poverty, HIV/AIDS and social policy. She currently serves as the director
general for the Department of Higher Education in Malaysia.

Ch’ng Xin Ying is an assistant professor of Music and lectures at the Institute
of Music in UCSI University, Kuala Lumpur, in Western art music history and
writing. Her research interests lie in the way concepts of nationalism found in
music can inform complex issues of identity, especially in relation to race, nation
and gender. Her most recent project includes an examination of broadcasting and
programming as colonial projects of the Malaya Broadcasting Corporation during
the early to mid-20th century in British Malaya and Singapore.

Intan Hashimah Mohd Hashim is a professor of psychology at the School of
Social Sciences, USM. She holds a PhD in psychology from the University of
Warwick, United Kingdom. Her research interests lie in the areas of positive and
social psychology, with a particular focus on how relationships contribute to well-
being and happiness.

Kamal Solhaimi Fadzil is an anthropologist and the current head of the Department
of Anthropology and Sociology at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,UM. He
is an expert in orang asli communities and focuses his research on culture, society
and community development. Kamal is passionate about helping communities
through participatory research and social projects.

Khoo Suet Leng is an associate professor in the Development Planning and
Management Section, School of Social Sciences, USM. She holds a PhD from the
University of Melbourne, and a Master of Science (Urban & Regional Planning)
and BA (Geography)(Hons) from USM. Her research interests include creative
cities, urban heritage conservation and housing affairs. She is also a professional
and registered town planner with the Malaysian Board of Town Planners and the
Malaysian Institute of Planners.
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Lai Wei Sieng is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Economics and Management,
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). He holds a PhD and a Master of
Economics from UKM. His research interests include economic development,
international trade and human capital.

Marsila Ahmad is an experienced librarian with over 16 years in the field. She
started her career at the National Library of Malaysia, serving for nearly 13 years in
various departments, including the collection development and the national centre
for Malay manuscripts. She then worked at the Institute for Rural Advancement
(INFRA) library for three years before joining the Malaysian Social Institute.
She plays a key role in strengthening access to reference resources and training,
supporting research initiatives, and lifelong learning. She is an expert in collection
management and information literacy.

Mashitah Mohd Udin is an academician at the College of Law, Government and
International Studies (COLGIS), UUM. Her expertise lies in political science, with
research focusing on Malaysian politics, electoral studies, governance, and the
relationship between law and politics. She has published widely, including notable
works such as “Tun Dr Mahathir’s Leadership Patterns and the Success Story
of Malaysia” and a case study on integrity erosion among education personnel
in Perlis. Dr. Mashitah teaches courses related to political theory, Malaysian
government, and political economy. Her work continues to influence public
discourse and academic inquiry in the fields of politics, leadership and integrity
studies.

Md Azalanshah Md Syed is an associate professor at the Department of Media
and Communication Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UM. His
research focuses on Asian popular culture, especially soap operas, TV dramas,
gender issues and Malay studies. He is also passionate about screen production,
with a special interest in documentary filmmaking and pre-production research.

Mohamad Azal Fikry Ali is a senior lecturer in the Programme of Town and
Regional Planning, Department of Built Environment Studies and Technology,
UiTM (Perak Branch). He holds a PhD in Town and Regional Planning from
UTM. His research interests include rural and regional planning, small town
functionality studies and rural tourism. He is also involved in rural policymaking,
such as Dasar Pembangunan Luar Bandar 2030, and research funded by NAPREC
on frameworks to empower Felda land development towards sustainability and the
highest and best use approach in 2022.
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Mohamad Muzammil Mohamad Noor is an independent researcher at the
Association of Malaysian Researchers and Social Services (AMRASS), Kedah,
Malaysia. He completed the book review published in the present issue of Kajian
Malaysia when he was a senior lecturer in the History Section, School of Distance
Education, USM. He obtained his PhD in History of Thought from UM. His research
interests include the history of political thought, Malaysian and Indonesian history,
as well as comparative history. He is also interested in the study of Persons with
Disabilities (PWD) and the homeless.

Mohamad Nor Asyraf Zulkfli is an undergraduate student at the Faculty of
Economics and Management, UKM. He graduated in 2021.

Mohd Shahril Yaakob is an administrative and diplomatic officer who has served
in the Malaysian public service since 2009. He began his career at the Ministry
of Health of Malaysia and is currently attached to the Selangor State Secretary’s
Office, overseeing rural development at the Hulu Langat District and Land Office.
Previously, he served for nine years at the Gombak District and Land Office,
focusing on land administration. He holds a Master’s degree in land administration
and development from UTM, and brings with him a wealth of experience in both
administrative governance and land management at the district level.

Muhamad Asri Abdullah Kamar is a senior lecturer in the Programme of Town
and Regional Planning, Department of Built Environment Studies and Technology,
Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying, UiTM (Perak Branch). He holds
both a PhD in Urban Planning and Management as well as a Master of Science
(Housing) from USM. His research interests include rural, small-town, tourism
and recreation studies. He is also interested in housing and elderly people studies.

Nisrin Ishak is a senior academic and research leader at Universiti Poly-Tech
Malaysia, specialising in social co-creation, digital business and qualitative
research. Her impactful scholarship, leadership roles, and editorial contributions
reflect a dynamic commitment to advancing knowledge, education and innovation
in business and management sciences.

Ngo Sheau-Shi is a lecturer at the School of Communication, USM. She obtained
her PhD in cinema studies from La Trobe University in 2010. As a researcher
grounded in cultural studies and situated within the school of critical inquiry across
gender, class, and ethnicity, her work interrogates the construction of technologised
subjectivities in the media. She explores how these subjectivities mediate the
exercise of the social imaginary within politically and socially hierarchical
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structures, critically attending to power differentials shaped by intersecting axes of
domination and resistance.

Noorasiah Sulaiman is an associate professor at the Faculty of Economics and
Management, UKM. She holds a PhD in economics from Universiti Putra Malaysia
and a Master’s from Saitama University in Japan. Her research areas are economic
development, human capital and policy studies.

Noor Azam Haji Othman is a professor of English language and linguistics
at Universiti Brunei Darussalam. He is currently acting director of the Institute of
Asian Studies, having previously been Dean of Arts and Social Sciences (2019)
and Dean of Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of Education (2022). He has taught
at the English studies and media studies programmes at both undergraduate
and graduate levels. His research interests are in the field of sociolinguistics,
multilingual societies and indigenous languages, specifically focusing on the
interactions between language and education policies and state policies. He has
published widely on language, identity and educational issues.

Noraini Zulikifli@ Zulkafli is a senior lecturer and the head of the Department of
International Relations, Security, and Law at the Universiti Pertahanan Nasional
Malaysia. Her academic focus includes international relations, maritime studies
and security studies-related fields. She has also contributed to various research
publications, including on topics like maritime cooperation in the Straits of
Malacca and the OPEC oil crisis.

Nur Berahim is a lecturer at UTM, specialising in land administration and urban
development. She has contributed to various research projects, including studies
on housing, land resources management and asset governance.

Nur Ashikin Sobri is a teacher at Pusat Tuisyen Transformasi Minda. She holds
a Master of Social Science (Psychology) with a specialisation in adolescent well-
being. Her research interests include children's learning processes, adolescent
cognitive and emotional development, as well as affective pedagogical strategies
for engaging teenage learners. She is particularly interested in the intersection
between educational methods and youth mental well-being in informal learning
environments.

Puteh Noraihan is a scholar of Asian Studies, currently a senior lecturer at the
School of Liberal Studies (CITRA), UKM. Her expertise lies particularly in
Malaysian history and ASEAN studies. Within her school, Puteh Noraihan is also
responsible for coordinating UKMSHAPE. Her research interests are focused on
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the intricate tapestry of ASEAN studies, with a special emphasis on the nuances
of Malaysian history. A testament to her scholarly contributions, she has authored
several books exploring historical narratives and Malaysian economic policy.
Furthermore, her dedication to academic collaboration extends internationally, as
evidenced by her established research connections with esteemed institutions such
as the University of Leicester in the United Kingdom.

Rachel Chan Suet Kay is a sociologist and a research fellow at the Institute
of Ethnic Studies (KITA), UKM. She specialises in cultural sociology, with a
current focus on ethnicity and subculture, having written on topics ranging from
Chinese cultural heritage to Japanese and Malaysian manga. She received her PhD
in sociology and MA in sociology by research from UM, and a BSc (Hons) in
sociology and a diploma in economics from the University of London.

Salinayanti Salim is a lecturer at the Faculty of Language and Communication,
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak. She holds a PhD in professional communication
and the media, a Master of Arts in applied linguistics, and a Bachelor’s degree
in teaching English as a second language (TESL). Her research interests include
media and religion, Islamic communication, identity and representation, as well as
youth engagement and digital literacy. She is also interested in issues related to the
narrative and socialisation of racial and religious identities in Malaysia.

Distinguished Professor Datuk Dr. Shamsul Amri Baharuddin, FASc (aka
Shamsul A.B.), a social anthropologist, is the Founding Director of KITA, UKM,
a fellow of the Academy of Science Malaysia, and the UNESCO Chair at UKM on
“Social Practices in Intercultural Communication and Social Cohesion.” For details
of his academic activism see the website: <http://ukm.academia.edu/ShamsulAB>

Sharon Koh is the director of Graduate Research Programmes and a senior
lecturer at the School of Business, Monash University Malaysia. She holds a
PhD in economics, and her research centres on economic policy, vulnerability,
and social equity. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, her work integrates
economics with insights from other fields to better understand complex societal
issues. Sharon is particularly interested in developing inclusive and context-
sensitive policy responses that support marginalised communities.

Sharifah Syahirah Sy Shiekh is a vice chancellor at the University Poly-Tech
Malaysia and a former dean of its Institute of Graduate Studies. Her expertise
focuses on the fields of gender, politics, and governance. She is actively engaged
in various national and international organisations, including the National Council
of Women’s Organization and the Malaysian Social Science Association. She is
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known for her eloquent representation of Malaysian Civil Society Organizations
in regional and global forums. As a prolific researcher, she has made significant
academic contributions through her publications in respected journals and book
chapters.

Shazlin Amir Hamzah is a senior lecturer and research fellow at KITA, UKM.
With a background in communication and ethnic studies, her research focuses on
nation branding, interethnic relations, and the cultural impact of music in Malaysia.
She is the author of several books, book chapters and numerous academic articles,
and has presented her work at both national and international conferences. Shazlin
is recognised for her contributions to understanding Malaysian identity and social
cohesion through the lens of media and music.

Siti Rosmani Md Zin@Zakaria is a dedicated anatomy lecturer with over 15
years of experience in both teaching and research. Her academic journey began in
2009 at UM, where she taught and mentored students in the field of anatomy. Since
2024, Siti has continued her passion for education as an anatomy lecturer at USM,
aiming to shape the next generation of healthcare professionals. Her research
focuses on clinical anatomy and the potential toxicity of chemicals and natural
products, including plants, on the endocrine and reproductive systems, prenatal
development and fertility.

Taufik Mohammad is an assistant professor in the Department of Psychology,
Kulliyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, International
Islamic University of Malaysia. He holds a PhD and a Master’s degree in social
work from USM. His primary research interests include adolescents, juvenile
delinquency, and adolescent sexual health. He is also interested in health
behaviours and beliefs.

Woo Kuan Heong is a senior lecturer in the political science section at the School
of Social Sciences, USM. She holds a PhD and a Master of Public Administration,
both from USM. Her research interests include public administration, public
employment, and representative bureaucracy. She also explores Malaysia’s
political landscape, focusing on inclusive governance. Her work contributes to
the understanding of the politics of public personnel recruitment in Malaysia’s
multiracial society, as well as public governance dynamics, particularly in the
areas of affordable housing and urban park administration and policy.
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