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Ain Syafia Qutreenie Alwi is a special education teacher under the Ministry of
Education Malaysia. She holds a Master’s degree in education from Universiti
Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI). Her professional experience includes serving as
a research assistant in projects related to special education and instructional
innovation. Her research interests focus on the development of career skills and
the integration of technology to enhance learning among students with special
educational needs. She has contributed to the field through the publication of
several academic papers and journal articles on special education.

Amna Khalid is a PhD candidate in international relations at the School of
International Studies, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM). Before starting her PhD,
she worked as an international relations lecturer at Lahore Garrison University,
Pakistan. Currently, she is exploring the discourse surrounding the Indo-Pacific
region.

Amsalib Pisali is a lecturer in the Department of Performing Arts, Faculty of
Music and Performing Arts, UPSI. He holds a Master of Creative Arts from
Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) and is currently pursuing his PhD in theatre
and drama at UPSI. His research interests focus on performance studies, with
particular attention to ritual and cultural performance within indigenous
communities. His work explores the intersections of traditional belief systems,
performativity and symbolic interaction in contemporary performance contexts.

Anis Shaari is a lecturer at the School of Educational Studies, Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM). She holds a PhD in educational psychology from USM. Her
research explores the intersection of educational psychology and English as a
second language (ESL), with particular interests in teacher identity formation
and global citizenship education (GCED) in language classrooms. She is
also actively involved in initiatives that promote innovative, reflective and
psychologically informed teaching and learning practices.

Ardzulyna Anal is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Human Development, UPSI.
Her doctorate in philosophy with a focus on diverse needs was obtained from
USM. She has an experience in teaching students with learning disabilities. Her
research focuses on dyslexia, dyscalculia, career skills, and teaching practices,
and she has published several indexed articles in these areas.

A Rahman Tang Abdullah is an associate professor at the history Programme,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, UMS. He holds a PhD in History and a
Master’s (MA) in Southeast Asian studies from the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), University of London. His research interests include the history
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and historiography of Johor, water issues between Malaysia and Singapore, the
Malay economy during the colonial period, Islamic law in Kedah before colonial
rule, legal history on the formation of Malaysia, and Arab Hadramis in Malaysia.

Asmiaty Amat is a Professor at The Centre for the Promotion of Knowledge and
Language Learning, UMS. She graduated with a Bachelor of Malay Literature
from Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and obtained her doctorate in
Malay Studies from the Academy of Malay Studies, Universiti Malaya (UM).
Her area of expertise is mainly on the literary criticism of the literary works in
Sabah and Sarawak. She is also involved in researches regarding the custom
and culture of the indigenous peoples including folklore.

Bakri Mat is an associate professor and research fellow at the Asian Institute
of International Affairs and Diplomacy, UUM. His academic pursuits span
traditional and non-traditional security sectors, culminating in varied research,
consultations, and publications.

Chong Wei Ying is an associate professor at the School of Management and
Marketing, Taylor’s University, Malaysia. She holds a PhD from UM. Her research
focuses on startup valuation, entrepreneurial ecosystems, family business, and
financial behaviour, emphasising intangible resources, shared identities, and
innovation in shaping entrepreneurial success. She leads initiatives advancing
entrepreneurial learning, social well-being, and the resilience of small and
family enterprises, advocating inclusive, collaborative approaches that bridge
academia and practice to promote equity and innovation.

Chow Poh Ling (Mavis) is an assistant professor and Dean of the Faculty of
Accountancy, Finance and Business at Tunku Abdul Rahman University of
Management and Technology (TAR UMT). She leads academic programmes,
strategic planning, research, and external collaborations, ensuring compliance
with accreditation standards. Beyond TAR UMT, she serves as a co-opted
member of MICPA’s Education Training Committee (2022-2025), Exco Member
of the ASEAN Education Accounting Workgroup, and CIMA Academic Champion
(2023-2026). With over 13 years of industry experience across finance, auditing,
and credit control, her research focuses on quality education, soft skills
enhancement, and social sustainability.

Dexter Sigan John is a lecturer at the Faculty of Education, Language and
Communication, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS). He was previously
attached to the Malaysian Prison Department under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, teaching English in a juvenile school. Subsequently, he served with the
Ministry of Education Malaysia, educating students in secondary school prior to
his position in the university. His research interest lies in the area of pedagogy,
andragogy, sociolinguistics, ESL writing, and technical communication.
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Ferooze Ali is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Law and International Relations,
Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA). He obtained his Bachelor of Commerce
from the University of Tasmania, and holds a Master of Arts in international
and diplomatic studies as well as a PhD in international relations (2022) from
USM. His research interests include international faith-based humanitarian
assistance, small-state mediation, and the geopolitics of the broader Middle
East.

Haddi @ Junaidi Kussin is a lecturer at the Faculty of Languages and
Communication, UPSI. He holds a Master of Education in the Teaching of English
as a Second Language from UPSI. His research interests include language policy,
language learning strategies, culture and education, and teacher training. He
is particularly interested in exploring how educational policies and classroom
practices shape English language teaching and learning in multilingual contexts.
His work reflects a strong commitment to improving language education and
teacher professional development in Malaysia.

Ho Kee Chye is a senior lecturer in the Department of Chinese Studies, Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences, UM, as well as the deputy director of the Malaysian
Chinese Research Centre (MCRC) at UM. He holds a PhD from the University
of Xiamen and a Master of Arts from UM. His research interests include the
Malaysian Chinese identity, Chinese cultural and organisations, the left-wing
movement in Malaysia and the Cold War history in Asia.

Jasman Bandar is a senior lecturer who teaches the subject of creative writing
at the Centre for the Promotion of Knowledge and Language Learning, Labuan
International Campus (UMSKAL). He holds a PhD degree in cultural studies
from UMS. His research interests focus on the study of literature and culture
in Sabah.

Juna Liau is an associate professor in anthropology and sociology in the
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, UNIMAS. She holds a PhD from
Monash University, Australia. Her areas of expertise include the sociology of
education, medical anthropology, and environmental management. She has
published on topics relating to indigenous education, sociology of disease, and
ethnomedicine. She is a research fellow in the Institute of Borneo Studies,
UNIMAS.

Khoong Tai Wai is an associate professor and deputy dean (research and
development) in the Faculty of Accountancy, Finance and Business, TAR
UMT. He holds a PhD from the UKM. His research interests include financial
literacy-planning policies and business analytics. He is also interested in
Islamic finance, sustainability, and environmental, social, and governance (ESG)
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studies. His work aims to bridge academic theory with real-world business and
socioeconomic challenges. Besides, he is an HRD Corp-accredited trainer and
an MFPC examiner.

K S Balakrishnan is a former senior lecturer at the Department of
International and Strategic Studies, UM. He also served in positions such as
head of department and coordinator of the postgraduate program. He has
received several international scholarships and grants from a few developed
countries throughout his career in universities and think tanks, and has made
presentations in numerous conferences. Currently, he is in strategic advisory
roles for think tanks and the private sector.

Lena Farida Hussain Chin is the deputy dean (research and innovation) at the
Faculty of Music and Performing Arts, UPSI. A scholar specialising in theatre
and drama, she holds academic qualifications from Akademi Seni Budaya
dan Warisan Kebangsaan (ASWARA), Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM),
UM, Roehampton University, and USM. Her research focuses on theatre
innovation, Bangsawan heritage preservation, and drama-based pedagogy.
She has supervised numerous master’s and PhD candidates, published widely
in international journals, served as a consultant, and curriculum developer for
national arts and education institutions.

Menegaa Paraman obtained her PhD in sociology studies from UM. She has
worked at the UM Research Department as a research assistant/coordinator on
a few projects. Presently, she is attached to C&G Analytica as research associate
and Vivekkam Organization of Malaysia as a central working committee
member. In accord with PhD research and expertise, Menegaa underlines the
close correlation between dropping out of school, unemployment, behavioural
science and social exclusion.

Mohd Nazmi Mohd Khalli is a lecturer in the Academy of Contemporary Islamic
Studies at the UiTM branch in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. He completed his PhD at
USM (2025) in the field of Islamic studies in usuluddin, and also a Master’s in
Islamic studies at UMS (2022). His research interests lie in the areas of Islamic
studies related to comparative religion, socio-religious studies, religion and
society, and also any related to ethno-religious studies in Borneo.

Muhammad Fawwaz Muhammad Yusoff is deputy dean and associate professor
at the Faculty of Quranic and Sunnah Studies, Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia
(USIM). He earned a diploma in Quran memorisation and giraat from Darul
Quran Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia (JAKIM), a BA in Hadith and Islamic
studies from the Islamic University of Madinah, an MIRKH from International
Islamic University Malaysia (IIlUM), and a PhD in theology and religious studies
from the University of Glasgow. His research focuses on Qur’anic scholarship,
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Hadith sciences, and Muslim historiography. He has published widely and serves
as Editor-in-Chief of Journal of Ma’alim al-Qur’an wa al-Sunnah.

Muslim Imran is the Director of the Asia Middle East Centre for Research
and Dialogue, specialising in advancing strategic engagement and geopolitical
analysis concerning Asia-Middle East relations. His academic profile includes
a PhD in strategic and international studies from UM, where his research
examined Malaysian foreign policy towards the Middle East. Complementing
this, his earlier studies at the IIUM established an interdisciplinary foundation
with a Master’s in political science (international relations), a Bachelor’s in
communications engineering, and a Diploma in business administration,
underpinning his expertise in technology, diplomacy, and regional affairs.

Ng Wee Nee was awarded a Master of Arts from UM, a Bachelor of Arts
from the Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), and a Diploma in Education from
the Institute of Teacher Education, Ipoh Campus. She has served in several
secondary schools in Perak, Kuala Lumpur and Selangor for the past 21 years
and is currently working as a senior assistant (student affairs) in a secondary
school in Johor Bahru. Her research interests include humanities, cultural and
heritage studies, Chinese society and education.

Noor Ashikin Said is a lecturer in the MPU Department, Xiamen University
Malaysia. She holds a PhD in ethnic studies and a Master’s Degree in political
science, both from UKM. Her research interests include anthropotechnology,
ethnic studies, and anthropology at work. She is also interested in the
intersections of culture, technology and education, particularly how cultural
and technological contexts shape identity, social behaviour and human
development.

Norhana Khaled is a lecturer in international relations at the Faculty of Law
and International Relations, UniSZA. She holds a PhD from USM and a Master
of Social Science in Political Science from UKM. Her research interests and
expertise include international relations, Islamic education, Islamic movements
and political Islam, international politics and the Muslim world, Muslim women’s
rights, and Malay politics.

Nur Fatin Nabilah Shahrom is a senior lecturer at the Academy of Contemporary
Islamic Studies, UiTM Perlis, Malaysia. Her areas of expertise include the MS
1900 Shariah-based Quality Management System, Islamic administration and
halal. She is actively involved in contributing to intellectual discourse and
research on the development of Islamic studies, particularly in the context
of Islamic-based values in management and administration. Her expertise in
Islamic Quality Management Systems encompasses research on integrating
quality practices within organisations in line with shariah requirements.



372 | Contibutors

Romzi Ationg is an associate professor in the Center for the Promotion of
Knowledge and Language, UMS. He completed his PhD at The Australian
National University (2017) in the field of social science, politics and leadership,
and Master in Science (humanity and leadership) at UPM (2000). His research
interest lies in the area of politic and human development. He is also the
chairman of the Association of Malaysian Researchers and Social Services
(Sabah branch).

Rosila Bee Mohd Hussain is currently an associate professor at the Department
of Anthropology and Sociology, UM. She completed her PhD from the University
of Western Australia. Her areas of research interest include social inequality,
identity, youth, cross-cultural study and contemporary social issues (social
capital, disability studies, gender and social threats).

Roy Anthony Rogers is an associate professor with the Department of Strategic
and International Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UM. His area
of specialisation includes international relations. He was formerly Deputy
Executive Director (development, research, innovation and internationalization)
at the Asia-Europe Institute.

Sharifah S. Ahmad is a senior lecturer in the Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanities, UNIMAS. She holds a PhD from Durham University. Her research
interests include post-colonialism, textuality and meaning-making, and the
formation of the nation-state and nationalism. She has published on topics
relating to political sociology, colonial history, and identity, and state formation.

Shazwanis Shukri is a senior lecturer and associate researcher at the Asian
Institute of International Affairs and Diplomacy, UUM. She obtained her
PhD in politics and international studies from Cardiff University in 2018. Her
research interests include security studies, maritime security threats, European
security specialising in NATO and the EU, and non-traditional security issues,
particularly terrorism and migration.

Siti Arni Basir is a senior lecturer at the Department of Shariah, Economicsm
and Governance, Academy of Islamic Studies, UM. Her areas of expertise include
MS 1900 Shariah-based Quality Management System, MS 1500 Halal Standard
and ISO 9000 Quality Management System. She is currently researching and
writing about themes related to quality management, innovation and halal
management. Her research also focuses on the practices of values and ethics
in quality management initiatives.
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Suraya Sintang is an associate professor in the Center for the Promotion of
Knowledge and Language, UMS where she has been a faculty member since
1999. She completed her PhD at UM (2012) in the field of dialogue of civilization,
and a Master’s in theology and philosophy at UKM (2002). Her research interests
lie in the area of civilization and contemporary issues related to the studies of
inter-religious relations, socio-religious issues, and ethnic diversity in Borneo.
As part of her devoted community engagement at the state level in Sabah, she
was given opportunities to serve as Steering Committee for Unity at JPNIN
Sabah, co-researcher of Piagam Harmony under IKIM and Research Leader/
Principle Investigator for the consultation of Research Development of a Model
of Social Cohesion in Sabah and Sabah (October 2023 to April 2024).

Zaharul Abdullah is a lecturer at the School of Distance Education, USM. Before
joining USM, he served as a lecturer in policy studies at Universiti Malaysia
Terengganu and as a teaching fellow at UPM. He also worked as a research
officer and later as a research associate at the Academy of Professors Malaysia.
He holds a PhD in Political Economy of Development from the Institute of
Malaysian and International Studies, UKM. His research interests encompass
the belt and road initiative, China-Southeast Asia relations, United States—China
relations, Japan-China rivalry in Southeast Asia, and the developmental state.

Zaini Othman is a senior research fellow at the Institute of Ethnic Studies
(KITA), UKM. He holds a PhD in political science from UKM and a Master’s in
economic and social studies from the University of Manchester. His research
focuses on Malaysian politics, civil society and democratisation, ethnicity and
national identity, and the geopolitics of Sabah and East Malaysia. His recent
works examine statelessness, borderland societies, subnational diplomacy, and
post-GE15 political transitions within Malaysia’s evolving democratic landscape.



