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ABSTRACT

Iron chelating therapy (ICT) drugs are prescribed to transfusion dependent thalassaemia 
(TDT) patients to prevent iron overload complications. The high number of TDT patients in 
Malaysia strained the public healthcare resources. This paper aims to provide an insight on 
existing supply chain management of ICT medicines in Malaysia and to explore ways for a 
more efficient system. A rapid review of literatures was conducted in electronic databases 
(PubMed, Emerald, Scopus and ScienceDirect) and other relevant Malaysian government 
documents. Supply of ICT to thalassaemia patients is publicly funded but much availability 
of oral ICT is restricted due to financial consideration. ICT in Malaysia is supplied through 
central procurement but purchasing and inventory management are decentralised to each 
hospital.  Vendor-managed inventory system is an ideal option to the inventory management 
practice in Malaysian public healthcare facilities as it could provide better efficiency and 
reduces inventory management costs. 
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